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Appendix 1: 
Letter of Intent for Lease at  

2044–2046 Columbus Parkway 













 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 2: 
Benicia Potentially Eligible  

Locations and Vicinity Map Prepared by CSA 
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Cannabis Retail:
Potentially Eligible Locations

ELIGIBLE Parcels Zoned: 
General Commercial (CG) 
Community Commercial (CC) 
W

aterfront Commercial (CW
)

INELIGIBLE Parcels Zoned: 
General Commercial (CG)
Community Commercial (CC) 
W

aterfront Commercial (CW
)

School

600 Foot School Buffer

City Limits

AUGUST 2018

NOTES
1.If any part of a parcel is within 600 feet of a school, the 
entire parcel is ineligible for cannabis business operations.

2.A parcel’s inclusion on this m
ap does not necessarily

m
ean that the property is available, unoccupied, or that the

property owner is seeking cannabis business tenants.

3. A parcel’s inclusion on this m
ap is inform

ational only and
does not im

ply any endorsem
ent of Cannabis Public Safety

License or Cannabis Use Perm
it.

4.Parcels have been deem
ed ineligble for factors such as:

-
W

ithin 600 feet of a school
-

City owned land
-

Current Alcoholic Beverage License
-

HOA bylaws

For further information please visit:
https://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/cannabis
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Appendix 3: 
Pre-permit Outreach Event Flyer, List of 

Neighbors, Photos and Questions 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 4: 
2044–2046 Columbus Parkway Site Plan 
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Appendix 5: 
Exemplary Signage Plan 
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Appendix 6: 
Consumer Education Materials 



California Cannabis Health
Information Initiative

Responsible Use of Cannabis

Consuming cannabis (marijuana, weed, pot, etc.) can be risky, depending on how you use and what you 
do afterward. Here is important information to help you avoid harming yourself and others.

Be Safe  

• Driving under the influence of cannabis is illegal
and increases your risk of getting into a car crash.1,2

• If you smoke or vape cannabis you may feel
the effects right away, but it can take between
30 minutes and two hours to feel the effects of
edibles. Edibles may have higher concentrations of
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC, the active ingredient in
cannabis). If you eat too much too fast, you are at
higher risk for poisoning.3

• Smoke from cannabis contains many of the same
toxins and chemicals found in tobacco smoke and
inhaling it can increase your risk of developing lung
problems.4,5

• If you are pregnant or breastfeeding, or plan
to become pregnant soon, leading doctors’
organizations recommend that you do not use
cannabis.6,7

• Young people who use cannabis regularly can harm 
their memory and ability to learn. There is also a 
greater risk for depression, anxiety, and
schizophrenia.8,9,10,11 

• Even though it is legal under California law,
employers can prohibit the use of cannabis
by employees. Know your workplace cannabis
policies.12

• Protect your pets. Store cannabis safely out of
reach of dogs, cats, and other animals. If you
think your pet may have eaten cannabis, call your
veterinarian.13

Keep Children Safe

Cannabis affects children more strongly than adults. 
Children are at higher risk for poisoning from cannabis, 
especially with edibles.14 Here are some safe practices 
you need to know.

• Store all cannabis products in a locked area. Make
sure children cannot see or reach the locked area.
Keep cannabis in the child-resistant packaging from
the store.

• Never use cannabis around children.

− When you are using cannabis, make sure an
adult who can look af er your children is nearby.

• Secondhand cannabis smoke contains THC and
other chemicals that can af ect the health
of children.15,16

• If you think a child may have ingested cannabis, call 
the local Poison Control Center at 800-222-1222. If 
you think a child needs immediate medical help, 
call 911. 

Responsible Use of Cannabis Last Update October 17, 2017
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High THC Levels

• The way cannabis plants are grown has changed
over the past few decades. Many plants now
contain higher amounts of THC. The higher the THC
content, the stronger the effects on your brain and
behavior.17,18,19 

• Higher levels of THC may result from newer
methods of using cannabis like dabbing, vaping,
and/or consuming edibles.19

• High concentrations of THC are not fully
understood, but can impair your judgement and
coordination, and lead to poisonings, car crashes
and other injuries. It can also increase your risk for
acute psychosis.1,20,21,22 

Everyone Reacts Differently

• You may react differently to cannabis than other
people, depending on which method you use, how
strong the cannabis is, your gender and previous
experience with cannabis or other drugs.23

• Start with less than a single dose (less than 10 mg
of THC) then wait before you use more.24,25

− Even a single dose of THC may impair your
ability to drive, bike or do other activities,
especially if you are a new cannabis user or
just use once in a while.26,27 

Vaping and Concentrates

Researchers do not fully understand how using 
cannabis with vaporizers or using concentrated forms 
like waxes and oils aff cts your health. However, we do 
know:28  

• Vaporized and concentrated cannabis can have a lot
more THC, which increases the risk of poisoning.29

• The tools and high temperatures used for
vaporizing cannabis may expose you to toxic
substances.29

Synthetic Cannabinoids

• Synthetic cannabinoids (K2, spice, spike) are not
actually cannabis, but are made from another type
of plant and sprayed with chemicals produced
in a laboratory.27,30

• Synthetic cannabinoids aff ct your brain more
powerfully than cannabis, and may result in nausea, 
anxiety, paranoia, brain swelling, seizures,
hallucinations, aggression, heart palpitations
or chest pains.31,32

• If someone you know has used synthetic
cannabinoids and needs help, take the
following steps:

− Call 911 immediately if the person stops
breathing, collapses, or has a seizure.
These symptoms can be life-threatening
and require immediate medical attention.

− Call your Poison Control Center at 
800-222-1222. 

http://bit.do/letstalkcannabis  
letstalkcannabis@cdph.ca.gov

Under California law, adults 21 or older can use, carry, and grow cannabis (marijuana, weed, pot, etc.).  Buying cannabis (without a valid physician’s recommendation or a county-issued medical 
marijuana identification card) will become legal under California law for adults 21 or older on January 1, 2018. Use of medicinal cannabis is legal under California law if you have a valid physician’s 
recommendation or a valid county-issued medical marijuana identification card.  To buy medicinal cannabis, you must be 18 or older and have either a valid physician’s recommendation, a valid 
county-issued medical marijuana identification card, or be a Primary Caregiver as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 11362.7(d) or 11362.5(e), with a valid physician’s recommendation 
for the patient. In addition, consistent with the Compassionate Use Act, you may possess or cultivate any amount that is reasonably related to your current medical needs. The new California law, 
known as the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act33, includes information about where you can use cannabis, how much you can possess, and the penalties for illegal use. 
For more information, visit: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient. xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB94.

Responsible Use of Cannabis Last Update October 17, 2017
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Adult Use Cannabis Penalties

California Cannabis Health
Information Initiative

Under California law, adults 21 or older can use, carry, and grow cannabis (marijuana, weed, pot). Buying 
cannabis (without a valid physician’s recommendation or a county-issued medical marijuana identification card) 
will become legal for adults 21 or older on January 1, 2018. Use of medicinal cannabis is legal if you have a valid 
physician’s recommendation or a valid county-issued medical marijuana identification card. To buy medicinal 
cannabis, you must be 18 or older and either have valid physician’s recommendation, a valid county-issued 
medical marijuana identification card, or be a Primary Caregiver as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 
11362.7(d) or 11362.5(e), with a valid physician’s recommendation for the patient. In addition, consistent with 
the Compassionate Use Act, you may possess or cultivate any amount that is reasonably related to your current 
medical needs.

Violations for possession or cultivation above the permitted limits, furnishing in violation of the law, or for 
violation of the age restriction are punishable as an infraction, misdemeanor and/or a fine, depending on the 
circumstances, and include mandatory drug education or counseling and community service for persons under 
the age of 18, and may include imprisonment for persons 18 and older. (Health and Safety Code Section 11357, 
11358, 11360, and 11362.4)

Possession

Possession of up to one ounce (28.5 grams) of cannabis or 8 grams of concentrate.

Age Penalty Statutory Reference

Under Age 18 Infraction punishable by up to 6 hours of drug education or 
counseling and up to 20 hours of community service. Health and Safety Code Section 11357

Age 18 to Under 21 Infraction punishable by a fine of not more than $100. Health and Safety Code Section 11357

Possession of  one ounce (28.5 grams) of cannabis or 8 grams of concentrate.

Age Penalty Statutory Reference

Under Age 18 Infraction punishable  10 hours of drug education or 
counseling and up to 60 hours of community service. Health and Safety Code Section 11357

Age 18 and Over
Punishable by imprisonment in a county jail not more than six 
months or a fine of not more than $500 or by both fine
and imprisonment.

Health and Safety Code Section 11357

Adult Use Cannabis Penalties Last Update October 17, 2017
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Possession of up to one ounce (28.5 grams) of cannabis or 8 grams of concentrate upon the grounds of, or within, 
any school providing instruction in kindergarten or any of grades 1-12, inclusive, during the hours the school is 
open for classes or school-related programs.

Age Penalty Statutory Reference

Under Age 18 Infraction punishable by 10 hours of drug education or counseling 
and up to 60 hours of community service. Health and Safety Code Section 11357

Age 18 and Over
Misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $500 or 
imprisonment in a county jail for not more than 10 days or both fine 
and imprisonment.

Health and Safety Code Section 11357

Possessing, smoking, or ingesting cannabis or cannabis products in or upon the grounds of a school, day care 
center, or youth center while children are present.

Age Penalty Statutory Reference

Under Age 18 Infraction punishable by 10 hours of drug education or counseling 
and up to 60 hours of community service. Health and Safety Code Section 11362.4

Age 18 and Over
Misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $500 or 
imprisonment in a county jail for not more than 10 days or both fine 
and imprisonment.

Health and Safety Code Section 11362.4

Possession of cannabis for sale.

Age Penalty Statutory Reference

Under Age 18 Infraction punishable by 10 hours of drug education or counseling 
and up to 60 hours of community service. Health and Safety Code Section 11362.4

Age 18 and Over

Punishable by imprisonment in a county jail for a period of not 
more than six months or by a fine of not more than $500 or both.   
Violations may also be punished as a felony under
specified circumstances.

Health and Safety Code Section 11362.4

Possession of an open container or package of cannabis or cannabis products while driving, operating, or riding 
as a passenger in a motor vehicle, boat, aircra   or other vehicle used for transportation.

Age Penalty Statutory Reference

Under Age 18 Infraction punishable 4 hours of drug education or counseling and up 
to 20 hours of community service. Health and Safety Code Section 11362.4

Age 18 and Over Infraction punishable by a fine of not more than $250. Health and Safety Code Section 11362.4

Adult Use Cannabis Penalties Last Update October 17, 2017
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Planting, cultivating, harvesting, drying or processing not more than 6 cannabis plants.

Planting, cultivating, harvesting, drying or processing more than 6 cannabis plants.

Transporting, Importing, Selling, Furnishing, Administering, or Giving Away

Transporting, importing into the state, selling, furnishing,  administering, or giving away, or o ering to transport, 
import into the state, sell, furnish, administer or give away, or attempting to import into the state or transport
any cannabis.

Age Penalty Statutory Reference

Under Age 18 Infraction punishable by 10 hours of drug education or counseling 
and up to 60 hours of community service.

Health and Safety Code Section 11362.4 
and 11358

Age Penalty Statutory Reference

Age 18 to Under 21 Infraction punishable by a fine of not more than $100. Health and Safety Code Section 11358

Age Penalty Statutory Reference

Age 18 and Over

Punishable by imprisonment in a county jail for not more than six 
months or a fine of not more than $500 or both, or as an infraction 
with a fine of not more than $250. Violations may also be punished as 
a felony under specified circumstances.

Health and Safety Code Section 11358 
and Health and Safety Code
Section 11362.4

Age Penalty Statutory Reference

Under Age 18 Infraction punishable by 10 hours of drug education or counseling 
and up to 60 hours of community service. Health and Safety Code Section 11360

Age 18 and Over
Punishable by imprisonment in a county jail for a period of not more 
than six months or by a fine of not more than $500 or both. Violations 
may also be punished as a felony under specified circumstances.

Health and Safety Code Section 11360

Giving away or o ering to give away, or transporting, attempting, or o ering to transport not more than 28.5 
grams of cannabis, other than concentrated cannabis.

Cultivation

Planting, cultivating, harvesting, drying or processing any cannabis plants.

Age Penalty Statutory Reference

Under Age 21 Infraction punishable by a fine of not more than $100. Health and Safety Code Section 11360
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Age Penalty Statutory Reference

Under Age 18 Infraction punishable 4 hours of drug education or counseling and up 
to 10 hours of community service. Health and Safety Code Section 11362.4

Age 18 and Over Infraction punishable by a fine of not more than $100. Health and Safety Code Section 11362.4

Age Penalty Statutory Reference

Under Age 18 Infraction punishable 4 hours of drug education or counseling and up 
to 20 hours of community service. Health and Safety Code Section 11362.4

Age 18 and Over Infraction punishable by a fine of not more than $250. Health and Safety Code Section 11362.4

Age Penalty Statutory Reference

Under Age 18 Infraction punishable 4 hours of drug education or counseling and up 
to 20 hours of community service. Health and Safety Code Section 11362.4

Age 18 and Over Infraction punishable by a fine of not more than $250. Health and Safety Code Section 11362.4

Smoking or Using Cannabis

Smoking or ingesting cannabis or cannabis products in a public place.

Smoking cannabis or cannabis products in a location where smoking tobacco is prohibited.

Smoking cannabis or cannabis products within 1,000 feet of a school, day care center, or youth center while 
children are present, except in or upon the grounds of a private residence and such smoke is not detectable by 
others on the school or center grounds.

For more information, consult Health and Safety Code section 11357 et seq.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=11357.&lawCode=HSC

http://bit.do/letstalkcannabis  
letstalkcannabis@cdph.ca.gov

NOTE: Cannabis remains classified as a Schedule I drug under the federal Controlled Substances Act, and its purchase, possession, 
distribution, or use within California may be unlawful under federal law. While it is our intention to provide current information, 
this fact sheet is not for the purpose of providing legal advice and can become outdated. Contact your attorney if you have 
questions about cannabis, what is (or is not) legal under state or federal law or need legal advice. 
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Under California law, adults 21 or older can use, carry, and grow cannabis (marijuana, weed, pot, etc).  Buying 
cannabis (without a valid physician’s recommendation or a county-issued medical marijuana identification 
card) will become legal under California law  for adults 21 or older on  January 1, 2018. Use of medicinal 
cannabis is legal under California law  if you have a valid physician’s recommendation or a valid county-issued 
medical marijuana identification card.  To buy medicinal cannabis, you must be 18 or older and have either 
have a valid physician’s recommendation, a valid county-issued medical marijuana identification card, or 
be a Primary Caregiver as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 11362.7(d) or 11362.5(e), with a valid 
physician’s recommendation for the patient. In addition, consistent with the Compassionate Use Act, you may 
possess or cultivate any amount that is reasonably related to your current medical needs.

The new California law, known as the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act1 , includes 
information about where you can use cannabis, how much you can possess, and the penalties for illegal use. 
Here are a few things you should know.

Buying, Selling, and Giving 

• If you are 21 or older, you can buy and possess up to
one ounce (28.5 grams) of cannabis and up to eight
grams of concentrated cannabis (separated resin,
whether crude or purified, obtained
from cannabis).2

− You can only buy cannabis at retail outlets
licensed by the California Bureau of
Cannabis Control.3

− Although you can legally possess cannabis,
it is illegal for you to sell it without a license.4

− You can give up to one ounce (28.5 grams)
of cannabis and up to eight grams of
concentrated cannabis to a person 21 or
older, but you cannot receive money or any
form of compensation.5

Where You Can Use 

• You can use cannabis on private property. But you
cannot use, smoke, eat, or vape cannabis in public
places and you cannot smoke cannabis or cannabis
products in places where it is illegal to smoke
tobacco. Property owners may ban the use and
possession of cannabis on their privately owned
properties.6,7

• You cannot use cannabis within 1,000 feet of a
school, day care center, or youth center while
children are present.8

• Even though cannabis is legal under California
law, you cannot consume or possess cannabis on
federal lands like national parks, even if the park is
in California.9 The cultivation, possession, sale, and
use of cannabis in California may remain unlawful
under federal law.

References
1. Senate Bill No.94, Sess. of 2017 (Cal. 2017)https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/ 6. California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.45 (h)

faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB94 7. California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.3 (a)(2)
2. California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.1 8. California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.3
3. California Business and Professions Code Section 26140 9. Controlled Substances Act (CSA) (21 U.S.C. § 811)
4. Health and Safety Code Section 11359 10. California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.3(a)(7), 11362.45(a), and 11362.3(a)(8)
5. California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.1 11. California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.3(a)(4)

What is Legal for Adult Use? Last Update October 17, 2017
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Drivers and Passengers

• If you are under the influence of cannabis while
operating a car, boat, or other vehicle, a law
enforcement o icer can pull you over and conduct
a sobriety test.10

• Having an open container of cannabis in a vehicle
while driving or riding in the passenger seat is
against the law. If you have cannabis in a vehicle, it 
must be in an approved sealed package or
container. Otherwise, it must be kept in the trunk
of the vehicle.11

• Keep it in California. It is illegal to take your
cannabis across state lines, even if you are
traveling to another state where cannabis is 
legal.12 

Growing and Processing

• If you are 21 or older, you can plant, cultivate,
harvest, dry, and process up to six cannabis plants
in your private residence or on the grounds of

your residence.13

• If you are growing cannabis, the plants must be in a
locked space that is not visible to the public. Cities
and counties may prohibit the outdoor cultivation
of cannabis.

• It is against the law for you to use a volatile solvent
for the manufacture of concentrated cannabis for
your own personal use.14

Other Laws

• Even though it is legal under California law,
employers have the right to prohibit the use
of cannabis by their employees.15 Know your
workplace cannabis policies.

• Cities and counties may have stricter laws about
cannabis that are in addition to the state law.4

Know your local cannabis laws.16

• There are several penalties for violating cannabis
law including fines, jail time, community service,
and drug education.

• For more information about California’s Medicinal
and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety
Act, visit https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/
billTextClient. Xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB94

NOTE: Cannabis remains classified as a Schedule I 
drug under the federal Controlled Substances Act, and 
its purchase, possession, distribution, or use within 
California may be unlawful under federal law. While it 
is our intention to provide current information, this fact 
sheet is not for the purpose of providing legal advice 
and can become outdated. Contact your attorney if you 
have questions about cannabis, what is (or is not) legal 
under state or federal law or need legal advice.

http://bit.do/letstalkcannabis  
letstalkcannabis@cdph.ca.gov

12. Section 812 of Title 21 of the U.S. Code; California Business and Professions Code 26080
13. California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.2
14. California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.3(a)(6), California Business and Professions Code 26000 et seq.
15. California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.45
16. California Health Safety Code Section 11362.2
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California’s medical cannabis laws are now included in the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation 
and Safety Act.1 If you use cannabis for medicinal purposes and have a current qualifying physician’s 
recommendation or a valid county-issued medical marijuana identification card, or if you are thinking of using 
cannabis for medicinal purposes, here are important facts you should know.

Possessing and Buying Medicinal Cannabis 

• Under California’s law, if you have a valid
physician’s recommendation or a valid county-
issued medical marijuana identification
card you can use, possess and transport up
to 8 ounces of dried cannabis and up to six
mature plants (or 12 immature plants).2 If you
require a larger amount of cannabis, under the
Compassionate Use Act, you may possess and
cultivate any amount that is reasonably related
to your current medical needs.3

• To buy medicinal cannabis, you must be 18
or older and have either a valid physician’s
recommendation, a valid county-issued medical
marijuana identification card, or be a Primary
Caregiver as defined in Health and Safety Code
Section 11362.7(d) or 11362.5(e), with a valid
physician’s recommendation for the patient.

• If you have a valid county-issued medical
marijuana identification card, you do not
have to pay sales tax on medicinal cannabis
products, but other taxes may apply.4

Where You Can Use Medicinal Cannabis 

• Even with a current qualifying physician’s
recommendation or a valid county-issued medical
marijuana identification card, there are limits on
where you can use medicinal cannabis:

− You cannot smoke cannabis in places where
tobacco is prohibited.

− You cannot use cannabis near a school,
recreation center, youth center or on a
school bus while children are present.

− You cannot use cannabis while riding in or
driving a vehicle or boat.5

− Even though it is legal in California, employers
have the right to prohibit the use of cannabis
by their employees. Know your workplace
cannabis policies.

− Property owners may ban the use and
possession of cannabis on their privately owned
properties.6

Obtaining a County-Issued Identification Card

You can obtain a valid county-issued medical marijuana 
identification card if you have one or more of the 
following medical conditions:7

• Acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS)

• Anorexia

• Arthritis

• Cachexia

• Cancer

• Chronic pain

References 136 5 California Revenue and Taxation Code Section 34011 (f) 
5. California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.79 (a-e), California Health and Safety 1. Senate Bill No.94, Sess. of 2017 (Cal. 2017)https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/ 

Code Section 11362.5, California Health and Safety Code 11362.712; billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB94 
6. California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.785 (a) 2. California Business and Professions Code Section 26140 (c-1, c-2), California 
7. California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.7Business and Professions Code Sec. 5. Section 26001, California Health and Safety 

Code Section 11362.715 (a), Section 136 
3. California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.77 (a-e) 
4. Section 26001, California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.715 (a), Section 
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• Glaucoma

• Migraine

• Severe nausea

• Persistent muscle spasms, including,
but not limited to, spasms associated with
multiple sclerosis. Seizures, including, but not
limited to, seizures associated with epilepsy

• Any other chronic or persistent medical
symptom that either:

− Substantially limits your ability to conduct
one or more major life activities as defined
in the federal Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-336).

− If not alleviated may cause serious harm to
your safety or physical or mental health.

For more information visit the California Department 
of Public Health, Medical Marijuana Identification 
Card Program. 

(https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHSI/Pages/
Medical-Marijuana-Identification-Card.aspx)

http://bit.do/letstalkcannabis  
letstalkcannabis@cdph.ca.gov

Under California law, adults 21 or older can use, carry, and grow cannabis (marijuana, weed, pot, etc.).  Buying cannabis (without a valid physician’s recommendation or a county-issued medical 
marijuana identification card) will become legal under California law for adults 21 or older on January 1, 2018. Use of medicinal cannabis is legal under California law if you have a valid physician’s 
recommendation or a valid county-issued medical marijuana identification card.  To buy medicinal cannabis, you must be 18 or older and have either a valid physician’s recommendation, a valid 
county-issued medical marijuana identification card, or be a Primary Caregiver as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 11362.7(d) or 11362.5(e), with a valid physician’s recommendation 
for the patient. In addition, consistent with the Compassionate Use Act, you may possess or cultivate any amount that is reasonably related to your current medical needs. The new California law, 
known as the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act1, includes information about where you can use cannabis, how much you can possess, and the penalties for illegal use. 
For more information, visit: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient. xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB94.

Medicinal Use Cannabis Last Update October 17, 2017
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Under California’s medicinal cannabis laws, you can possess up to eight ounces of dried cannabis and maintain 
no more than 6 mature cannabis plants or 12 immature plants. If you require a larger amount of cannabis, under 
the Compassionate Use Act, you may  possess and cultivate any amount that is reasonably related to your current 
medical needs. Under California law, to legally possess medicinal cannabis in California, you must meet at least 
one of the following requirements:

• You have a valid physician’s recommendation
• You have a valid county-issued medical marijuana identification card
• You are a designated Primary Caregiver (Health and Safety Code Section 11362.7(d) and Section

11362.71 (e) or 11362.5(e), with a valid physician’s recommendation for the patient).1

To buy medicinal cannabis under California law, you must meet the requirements described above and be 18 
or older.  Your physician’s recommendation must also be valid and in compliance with Health and Safety Code 
Section 11362.712.  You can only buy medicinal cannabis from a retailer licensed by the Bureau of
Cannabis Control.

Below is a summary of some of the penalties for illegally obtaining a physician’s recommendation and illegally using 
medical marijuana identification cards.  For information about other penalties related to the illegal use, possession and 
sale of medicinal cannabis please, see our Adult-Use Cannabis Penalties fact sheet.

Violation Penalty Statutory Reference

Fraudulently claiming or pretending to 
have a medical problem or providing 
false information to a physician, 
county health department or state 
or local law enforcement agency 
or officer in order to get a medical 
marijuana identification card. 

First offense: Imprisonment in county jail for up to six 
months, a fine of up to $1,000 or both.

Second or subsequent offense: Imprisonment in 
county jail for up to one year, a fine of up to $1,000 or 
both.2

Health and Safety Code 
Section 1362.81 (a), (b) and (c)

Stealing or illegally using another 
person’s medical marijuana 
identification card in order to obtain, 
grow, transport, use, produce, or 
distribute cannabis.

First offense: Imprisonment in county jail for up to six 
months, a fine of up to $1,000 or both.

Second or subsequent offense: Imprisonment in 
county jail for up to one year, a fine of up to $1,000 or 
both.2

Health and Safety Code 
Section 1362.81 (a), (b) and (c)

References
1. A primary caregiver may possess an amount of medicinal cannabis recommended by a patient’s physician and consistent with the patient’s needs.
2. In addition, a person who breaks this law may not be able to obtain or use a medical marijuana identification card for up to six months.

Medicinal Use Cannabis Penalties Last Update October 17, 2017
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Violation Penalty Statutory Reference

Altering a medical marijuana 
identification card or making a 
counterfeit or fake card.

Health and Safety Code 
Section 1362.81 (a), (b) and (c)

First offense: Imprisonment in county jail for up to six 
months, a fine of up to $1,000 or both.

Second or subsequent offense: Imprisonment in 
county jail for up to one year, a fine of up to $1,000 or 
both.2

Illegally sharing, accessing, or 
breaching the personal information 
that cannabis patients provide to 
county health departments.

Note:  A patient’s name, address, 
medical condition and other personal 
information is private and protected 

First offense: Imprisonment in county jail for up to six 
months, a fine of up to $1,000 or both.

Second or subsequent offense: Imprisonment in 
county jail for up to one year, a fine of up to $1,000 or 
both.2

Health and Safety Code 
Section 1362.81 (a), (b) and (c)

by the Confidentiality of Medical 
Information Act (Part 2.6, Division 1 of 
the Civil Code).

http://bit.do/letstalkcannabis  
letstalkcannabis@cdph.ca.gov

NOTE: Cannabis remains classified as a Schedule I drug under the federal Controlled Substances Act, and its purchase, possession, 
distribution, or use within California may be unlawful under federal law. While it is our intention to provide current information, 
this fact sheet is not for the purpose of providing legal advice and can become outdated. Contact your attorney if you have 
questions about cannabis, what is (or is not) legal under state or federal law or need legal advice.

Medicinal Use Cannabis Penalties Last Update October 17, 2017
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What Parents and Mentors 
Need to Know about Cannabis

Parents and mentors can have an impact on whether or not youth use cannabis (marijuana, weed, pot, etc.). 
Pre-teens, teens and youth in their early 20s o t en seek out new experiences and engage in risky behaviors, 
such as using cannabis. You can help prevent underage use by starting the conversation about cannabis with 
youth in your life, and make sure they are aware of potential consequences. Here are some important facts you 
should know about cannabis and some tips for talking to youth.  

Cannabis Can Affect a Young Person’s Brain

• The brains of young people do not fully develop
until they reach their mid-20s. Regular cannabis
use during the early years of life can lead to harmful
physical changes in the brain.1

• Research shows that when youth use cannabis their
memory, learning, and attention are harmed.
Some studies suggest a permanent impact as well.2

Other Negative Effects of Cannabis on Youth

• Driving under the influence of cannabis increases
the risk of getting into a car crash. Cannabis can
negatively affect the skills that are needed to drive
safely, including reaction time, coordination, and 
concentration.3,4

• The harmful effects of cannabis on a young
person’s brain may impact their educational and
professional goals and how successful they are 

in life.5 Research shows that youth who start using 
before 18 or who use cannabis regularly may be at 
higher risk for:

– Skipping classes6

– Getting lower grades7

– Dropping out of school8

– Unemployment or having less fulfilling jobs
later in life8,9

• Mental health problems may include:

– Anxiety, depression, suicide, and schizophrenia
10,11,12,13 

– Cannabis dependence and a higher risk for using
or abusing other substances and illegal drugs14

• Like tobacco, smoking cannabis is harmful to the
lungs. The smoke from cannabis has many of the
same toxins and chemicals found in tobacco smoke,
and when inhaled can increase the risk of developing
lung problems.15,16

Young People and Cannabis Use

• In 2016, most high school students in California
reported they were not using cannabis.  Only about
15 percent (less than 1 in 5) reported using cannabis
in the past 30 days.17

What Parents and Mentors Need to Know about Cannabis Last Update October 17, 2017
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• However, most youth do not believe cannabis
is harmful.  Eight out of 10 youth in California,
aged 12-17, reported believing using cannabis
once a month was not risky.18

Tips for Encouraging Youth Not to
Use Cannabis19

• Talk openly and provide guidance about the risks of
using cannabis.

– Youth who have supportive parents, teachers,
and other adults are less likely to use cannabis
and illegal drugs.

– Stay positive.

– Focus on how using cannabis can get in the
way of achieving goals such as graduating high
school, getting into college or getting a good
job. Do not focus on negative outcomes.

• Listen carefully to the questions and thoughts
youth have.

• Set shared guidelines and expectations for
healthy behaviors.

– Youth are less likely to use cannabis when
parents set clear limits and house rules.

• Be aware of your own attitudes and behaviors.

– You are a role model.  If you use cannabis in
front of young people, they are more likely to
use it too.

Recognizing if a Youth is Using Cannabis20

• Look for behavioral changes related to cannabis
use such as:  mood swings, spending less time with
friends, skipping school, loss of interest in sports or
other favorite activities and changes in grades and
sleeping habits.

• Young people under the influence of cannabis may
lack coordination, giggle for no reason, act silly,
have red eyes and short-term memory loss.

What to Do if a Youth is Using Cannabis19

• Stay calm. Overreacting may lead youth to rebel,
feel resentment or take greater risks.

• Talk about your concerns and give positive reasons
for wanting youth to stop using cannabis.

• Keep the conversation open for problem solving.

• Remind youth of the ground rules you set earlier,
or set new ground rules and consequences.

• If needed, seek help from trusted adults and
resources in your community.

• Call 911 and get help if there is a medical or mental
health emergency.

http://bit.do/letstalkcannabis  
letstalkcannabis@cdph.ca.gov
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Under California law, adults 21 or older can use, carry, and grow cannabis (marijuana, weed, pot, etc.).  Buying cannabis (without a valid physician’s recommendation or a county-issued medical 
marijuana identification card) will become legal under California law for adults 21 or older on January 1, 2018. Use of medicinal cannabis is legal under California law if you have a valid physician’s 
recommendation or a valid county-issued medical marijuana identification card.  To buy medicinal cannabis, you must be 18 or older and have either a valid physician’s recommendation, a valid 
county-issued medical marijuana identification card, or be a Primary Caregiver as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 11362.7(d) or 11362.5(e), with a valid physician’s recommendation 
for the patient. In addition, consistent with the Compassionate Use Act, you may possess or cultivate any amount that is reasonably related to your current medical needs. The new California law, 
known as the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act21, includes information about where you can use cannabis, how much you can possess, and the penalties for illegal use. 
For more information, visit: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient. xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB94.
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Pregnant and Breastfeeding 
Women and Cannabis

Consuming cannabis (marijuana, weed, pot, etc.) can affect the health of your baby and is not recommended 
for women who are pregnant or breastfeeding, or who plan to become pregnant soon. Here are some 
important facts you should know.

Cannabis Can Harm Your Baby 
• Research shows that if you use cannabis while

you are pregnant or breastfeeding:

− Your baby may be born with a lower
birth weight.1,2

− A low birth weight baby is more likely to have
health problems, especially in the first year
of life.3

− The growth and development of your baby’s
brain can be harmed.4,5

How Cannabis Affects Your Baby 
• No matter how you use cannabis (smoking, vaping,

eating, or drinking), the active ingredient in
cannabis, THC (tetrahydrocannabinol), will reach
your baby in three ways:

− Through your bloodstream and into the
placenta (the organ that feeds your baby
during pregnancy).6,7

− Through your breast milk.8,9

“Pumping and Dumping” doesn’t work. THC is
stored in fat cells and is slowly released over
several weeks, so it stays in your breast milk.10

− Through secondhand smoke that enters your
baby’s lungs.11,12

No Amount of Cannabis is Safe
• Leading doctors’ organizations such as the

American College of Obstetricians13 and
Gynecologists and the American Academy
of Pediatrics14 recommend that:

− If you are pregnant or thinking about
becoming pregnant soon, discontinue use
of cannabis.

− If you already use cannabis for medicinal
purposes, discontinue use in favor of an
alternative treatment which research
shows is safer during pregnancy.

− Don’t breathe cannabis smoke if you are
pregnant. It is bad both for you and your baby
because, like tobacco smoke, it lowers your
oxygen levels, introduces toxins into your
system and harms your lungs.15,16

• Talk to your doctor about any questions you
have about cannabis.17

http://bit.do/letstalkcannabis  
letstalkcannabis@cdph.ca.gov

Under California law, adults 21 or older can use, carry, and grow cannabis (marijuana, weed, pot, etc.).  Buying cannabis (without a valid physician’s recommendation or a county-issued medical 
marijuana identification card) will become legal under California law for adults 21 or older on January 1, 2018. Use of medicinal cannabis is legal under California law if you have a valid physician’s 
recommendation or a valid county-issued medical marijuana identification card.  To buy medicinal cannabis, you must be 18 or older and have either a valid physician’s recommendation, a valid 
county-issued medical marijuana identification card, or be a Primary Caregiver as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 11362.7(d) or 11362.5(e), with a valid physician’s recommendation 
for the patient. In addition, consistent with the Compassionate Use Act, you may possess or cultivate any amount that is reasonably related to your current medical needs. The new California law, 
known as the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act18, includes information about where you can use cannabis, how much you can possess, and the penalties for illegal use. 
For more information, visit: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient. xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB94.
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Research shows that cannabis (marijuana, weed, pot, etc.) use during pregnancy or breastfeeding can have 
negative health impacts on developing fetuses and infants. There are also harmful impacts on the health 
and well-being of youth when cannabis is consumed during adolescence. Here are recommendations from 
professional organizations serving pregnant women, their infants, and children, as well as key data and 
information from scientific research on the health risks associated with cannabis use.

Using Cannabis During Pregnancy is
Not Recommended

• The American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists recommend women who are
pregnant or contemplating pregnancy should be
encouraged to discontinue use of cannabis.1

• If a pregnant patient is already using cannabis for
medicinal purposes, use should be discontinued in
favor of an alternative treatment shown to be safe
during pregnancy.1

• Possible negative effects of using cannabis during
pregnancy include fetal growth restriction and low 
birth weight.2

• Research has demonstrated that cannabis use may
increase the chance of having a stillbirth.3,4

• Evidence indicates cannabis use during pregnancy, 

or while breastfeeding, can affect infant 
neurodevelopment. 5,6

Using Cannabis While Breastfeeding is
Not Recommended

• The American Academy of Pediatrics and other
professional organizations recommend that
women do not use cannabis while breastfeeding.7,8

• Regardless of the method of consumption
(smoking, vaping, eating, or drinking), the active
ingredient in cannabis, tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC), is present in the breast milk of women who
use cannabis and is transmitted to infants
who nurse.9,10

• Infants exposed to breast milk that contains THC
may have trouble nursing because of sedation,
reduced muscular tone, and poor sucking ability.11

How Cannabis Affects Children and Youth

• The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends
infants not be exposed to cannabis, given research
demonstrating it may have negative effects on
health and brain development.12

• Secondhand smoke from cannabis products
entering the lungs of infants and children contains
THC as well as many of the same chemicals as
tobacco smoke.13,14 
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• The way cannabis plants are grown has changed
over the past few decades. Many plants now
contain higher amounts of THC. The higher the THC
content, the stronger the effects on your brain and
behavior.15,16,17

• Since the brain is still developing into the mid-20s,
using cannabis during adolescence can negatively
affect the developing brain, leading to short-term
and long-term consequences.  Such consequences
may jeopardize educational, professional, and
social achievements.18

• Research shows that youth who use cannabis
before age 18, or use cannabis regularly, may be at
higher risk of:

− Skipping classes19

− Lower grades and an increased risk of dropping
out of school20,21

− Unemployment or having less fulfilling jobs
later in life21.22

• Cannabis use in adolescence can lead to addiction
and increase the risk of use or abuse of other
substances and illegal drugs.20,23 

Cannabis Use May Af ect Youth Mental Health

• Regular cannabis use has been linked to anxiety,
depression, suicidal thoughts and attempts, and
death by suicide, especially for teens with a family
history of mental illness.24,25,26

• Although rare, cannabis use also increases the risk
of schizophrenia and other psychoses, with the
highest risk among those who use cannabis
more frequently.27,28

Communicate with Your Patients

• It is important to ask your patients about their
cannabis use and provide information, without
judgment, about safety concerns and referral for
treatment if needed.

− More than 1 in 10 pregnant and non-pregnant
women reported using cannabis in the past
12 months.29

− In 2016, less than 1 in 5 high school students in
California reported using cannabis in the past
30 days.30

− Both groups reported beliefs that there is slight
or no risk of harm from using cannabis once or
twice a week.31,32

• As acceptance of cannabis use increases, it is
important to counsel pregnant women on the
potential medical consequences of use
during pregnancy.33,34

http://bit.do/letstalkcannabis  
letstalkcannabis@cdph.ca.gov

Under California law, adults 21 or older can use, carry, and grow cannabis (marijuana, weed, pot, etc.).  Buying cannabis (without a valid physician’s recommendation or a county-issued medical 
marijuana identification card) will become legal under California law for adults 21 or older on January 1, 2018. Use of medicinal cannabis is legal under California law if you have a valid physician’s 
recommendation or a valid county-issued medical marijuana identification card.  To buy medicinal cannabis, you must be 18 or older and have either a valid physician’s recommendation, a valid 
county-issued medical marijuana identification card, or be a Primary Caregiver as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 11362.7(d) or 11362.5(e), with a valid physician’s recommendation 
for the patient. In addition, consistent with the Compassionate Use Act, you may possess or cultivate any amount that is reasonably related to your current medical needs. The new California law, 
known as the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act35, includes information about where you can use cannabis, how much you can possess, and the penalties for illegal use. 
For more information, visit: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient. xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB94.
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Responsible Use of Cannabis

Consuming cannabis (marijuana, weed, pot, etc.) can be risky, depending on how you use and what you 
do afterward. Here is important information to help you avoid harming yourself and others.

Be Safe  

• Driving under the influence of cannabis is illegal
and increases your risk of getting into a car crash.1,2

• If you smoke or vape cannabis you may feel
the effects right away, but it can take between
30 minutes and two hours to feel the effects of
edibles. Edibles may have higher concentrations of
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC, the active ingredient in
cannabis). If you eat too much too fast, you are at
higher risk for poisoning.3

• Smoke from cannabis contains many of the same
toxins and chemicals found in tobacco smoke and
inhaling it can increase your risk of developing lung
problems.4,5

• If you are pregnant or breastfeeding, or plan
to become pregnant soon, leading doctors’
organizations recommend that you do not use
cannabis.6,7

• Young people who use cannabis regularly can harm 
their memory and ability to learn. There is also a 
greater risk for depression, anxiety, and
schizophrenia.8,9,10,11 

• Even though it is legal under California law,
employers can prohibit the use of cannabis
by employees. Know your workplace cannabis
policies.12

• Protect your pets. Store cannabis safely out of
reach of dogs, cats, and other animals. If you
think your pet may have eaten cannabis, call your
veterinarian.13

Keep Children Safe

Cannabis affects children more strongly than adults. 
Children are at higher risk for poisoning from cannabis, 
especially with edibles.14 Here are some safe practices 
you need to know.

• Store all cannabis products in a locked area. Make
sure children cannot see or reach the locked area.
Keep cannabis in the child-resistant packaging from
the store.

• Never use cannabis around children.

− When you are using cannabis, make sure an
adult who can look af er your children is nearby.

• Secondhand cannabis smoke contains THC and
other chemicals that can af ect the health
of children.15,16

• If you think a child may have ingested cannabis, call 
the local Poison Control Center at 800-222-1222. If 
you think a child needs immediate medical help, 
call 911. 
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High THC Levels

• The way cannabis plants are grown has changed
over the past few decades. Many plants now
contain higher amounts of THC. The higher the THC
content, the stronger the effects on your brain and
behavior.17,18,19 

• Higher levels of THC may result from newer
methods of using cannabis like dabbing, vaping,
and/or consuming edibles.19

• High concentrations of THC are not fully
understood, but can impair your judgement and
coordination, and lead to poisonings, car crashes
and other injuries. It can also increase your risk for
acute psychosis.1,20,21,22 

Everyone Reacts Differently

• You may react differently to cannabis than other
people, depending on which method you use, how
strong the cannabis is, your gender and previous
experience with cannabis or other drugs.23

• Start with less than a single dose (less than 10 mg
of THC) then wait before you use more.24,25

− Even a single dose of THC may impair your
ability to drive, bike or do other activities,
especially if you are a new cannabis user or
just use once in a while.26,27 

Vaping and Concentrates

Researchers do not fully understand how using 
cannabis with vaporizers or using concentrated forms 
like waxes and oils aff cts your health. However, we do 
know:28  

• Vaporized and concentrated cannabis can have a lot
more THC, which increases the risk of poisoning.29

• The tools and high temperatures used for
vaporizing cannabis may expose you to toxic
substances.29

Synthetic Cannabinoids

• Synthetic cannabinoids (K2, spice, spike) are not
actually cannabis, but are made from another type
of plant and sprayed with chemicals produced
in a laboratory.27,30

• Synthetic cannabinoids aff ct your brain more
powerfully than cannabis, and may result in nausea, 
anxiety, paranoia, brain swelling, seizures,
hallucinations, aggression, heart palpitations
or chest pains.31,32

• If someone you know has used synthetic
cannabinoids and needs help, take the
following steps:

− Call 911 immediately if the person stops
breathing, collapses, or has a seizure.
These symptoms can be life-threatening
and require immediate medical attention.

− Call your Poison Control Center at 
800-222-1222. 

http://bit.do/letstalkcannabis  
letstalkcannabis@cdph.ca.gov

Under California law, adults 21 or older can use, carry, and grow cannabis (marijuana, weed, pot, etc.).  Buying cannabis (without a valid physician’s recommendation or a county-issued medical 
marijuana identification card) will become legal under California law for adults 21 or older on January 1, 2018. Use of medicinal cannabis is legal under California law if you have a valid physician’s 
recommendation or a valid county-issued medical marijuana identification card.  To buy medicinal cannabis, you must be 18 or older and have either a valid physician’s recommendation, a valid 
county-issued medical marijuana identification card, or be a Primary Caregiver as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 11362.7(d) or 11362.5(e), with a valid physician’s recommendation 
for the patient. In addition, consistent with the Compassionate Use Act, you may possess or cultivate any amount that is reasonably related to your current medical needs. The new California law, 
known as the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act33, includes information about where you can use cannabis, how much you can possess, and the penalties for illegal use. 
For more information, visit: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient. xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB94.
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Youth and Cannabis 

Cannabis (marijuana, weed, pot, etc.) may affect your educational and professional goals and how successful 
you are in life. Because your health and future are important to you, here are some things you should learn 
about how cannabis use influences your body and brain. 

Cannabis Affects Your Health 

• Like cigarettes, smoking cannabis is harmful to 
your lungs. The smoke from cannabis has many of 
the same toxins and chemicals found in cigarette 
smoke, and when inhaled it can increase your risk 
of developing lung problems.1,2 

• The way cannabis is grown has changed and some 
plants now have higher levels of THC.  High levels of 
THC can lead to poisoning, especially with edibles 
like cookies.3,4,5 

• Regular cannabis use has been linked to anxiety, 
depression, and suicide, especially for teens with 
a family history of mental illness.6,7,8 

• Cannabis use increases the risk of schizophrenia, 
although it is not common. The more cannabis 
you use, the higher the risk.9 

• Using cannabis as a teen can lead to cannabis 
dependence and increase your risk for using 
or abusing other substances and illegal drugs.10,11 

Cannabis Affects Your Brain 

• Your brain is still developing.  Using cannabis 
regularly in your teens and early 20s may lead 
to physical changes in your brain.12 

• Research shows that when you use cannabis 
your memory, learning, and attention are harmed. 
Some studies suggest a permanent impact as well.13 

Most Teens Are Not Using Cannabis 

• In 2016, most high school students in California 
reported they were not using cannabis.  Only about 
15 percent (less than 1 in 5) reported using cannabis 
in the past 30 days.14 

Cannabis Impacts Your Goals 

• The harmful effects of cannabis on your brain may 
impact your educational and professional goals and 
how successful you are in life.15 Research shows that 
if you start using cannabis before you are 18 or use 
cannabis regularly you may be at higher risk for: 

− Skipping classes 16 

− Getting lower grades 11 

− Dropping out of school 17 

− Unemployment or not getting the job 
that you’d like to have 17,18 

Cannabis Affects Your Driving 

• Cannabis can negatively affect the skills you 
need to drive safely, including reaction time, 

Youth and Cannabis Last Update October 17, 2017 

Under California law, adults 21 or older can use, carry, and grow cannabis (marijuana, weed, pot, etc.).  Buying cannabis (without a valid physician’s recommendation or a county-issued medical 
marijuana identification card) will become legal under California law for adults 21 or older on January 1, 2018. Use of medicinal cannabis is legal under California law if you have a valid physician’s 
recommendation or a valid county-issued medical marijuana identification card.  To buy medicinal cannabis, you must be 18 or older and have either a valid physician’s recommendation, a valid 
county-issued medical marijuana identification card, or be a Primary Caregiver as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 11362.7(d) or 11362.5(e), with a valid physician’s recommendation 
for the patient. In addition, consistent with the Compassionate Use Act, you may possess or cultivate any amount that is reasonably related to your current medical needs. The new California law, 
known as the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act21, includes information about where you can use cannabis, how much you can possess, and the penalties for illegal use. 
For more information, visit: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient. xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB94. 
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coordination, and concentration.19 

• Driving under the influence of cannabis 
increases your risk of getting into a car crash.20 

If You Break the Law 

• If you are under 21 and caught in possession 
of cannabis you will be required to complete 

drug education or counseling and community 
service (unless you have a valid physician’s 
recommendation or a valid county-issued medical 
marijuana identification card).21 

� http://bit.do/letstalkcannabis 
� letstalkcannabis@cdph.ca.gov 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

(206) 889 0583  

core@haveaheartcc.com 

Seattle, WA

Ryan is a leading figure and pioneer in the cannabis industry and has been
influencing its legal, regulatory, and operational developments since Washington 
legalized medical marijuana in 2011. Since then, he has grown his organization to be 
the Pacific Northwest’s #1 revenue-generating recreational cannabis business, 
spanning three states and grossing over $45M annually.
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HAVE A HEART COMPASSION CARE - RECREATIONAL | SEATTLE, WA

Founder & Chief Executive Officer, 2013-present
As the Founder and CEO of Have a Heart, Ryan established the company 

infrastructure, culture, and brand, and been the primary driving force for 

materializing the vision for optimal customer experience and rapid revenue 

growth. His responsibilities and accomplishments include: 

Working with local and state legislators, legal experts, and law enforcement 

to develop compliance procedures, processes, and controls for commercial 

cannabis handling, storage, and audit.

Managing investor relations and acquiring strategic partners, the result of 

which grew the Have a Heart brand from one recreational storefront to six.

Developing the corporate structure and identifying the necessary 

management personnel to actualize the company vision through creation 

and implementation of operational processes.

Political Advocate, 2011-present
As an active political presence and advocate for the legal use of commercial 

cannabis, with a focus on medicinal applications, Ryan has influenced the 

successful passage of 13 legislative bills and ordinances at the state, county, 

and municipal levels across Washington State. 
Founded two Political Action Committees (PACs) in Washington State and 

California.

Member of the National Cannabis Industry Association (NCIA)..

Cannabis Compliance 

Acquisitions 

Strategic Planning & 

Development 

Market Analysis 

Trade Marketing 

Financial Forecasting 

Product Management 

Efficiency Consulting 

Competitive Pricing 

Capital Expenditures 

Revenue Management 



HAVE A HEART COMPASSION CARE - MEDICAL | SEATTLE, WA

Founder & Chief Executive Officer, 2011-2013

Ryan founded the Have a Heart brand when medical marijuana legalization legislation passed in 2011 with the 

mission of supplying patients with high quality cannabis products for their respective conditions, the most 

prominent of which included chronic pain, effects of chemotherapy, and PTSD. His businesses became the most 

prominent brands in the Seattle area with the following business types providing services: 

Ryan Kunkel * (206) 889 0583 * core@haveaheartcc.com * page 2 of 2

Five Medical Marijuana Dispensaries

Two Medical Marijuana Lounges for on-site consumption

Medical Marijuana Delivery Services

Medical Product Paraphernalia Store  

https://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/12/us/banks-say-no-to-marijuana-money-legal-or-not.html

BANKS SAY NO TO MARIJUANA MONEY, LEGAL OR NOT

https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/pot-entrepreneurs-give-gift-of-hope-to-family-of-ill-boy/

POT ENTREPRENEURS GIVE GIFT OF HOPE TO FAMILY OF ILL BOY

https://hightimes.com/news/the-best-cannabis-dispensaries-in-america/

THE BEST CANNABIS DISPENSARIES IN AMERICA

https://www.leafly.com/news/leafly-list/leafly-list-washington-cannabis-spring-2017

LEAFLY LIST: WASHINGTON, SPRING 2017

Have a Heart Fremont, 2013

BEST ATMOSPHERE

Have a Heart, 2014

BEST STAFF

Have a Heart, 2016

CANNABIS STORE OF THE YEAR NOMINEE

(2) Have a Heart Stores, 2017

LEAFLY LIST (BEST CANNABIS STORES): WASHINGTON, SPRING 2017



Cannabis Compliance 

Acquisitions 

Strategic Planning & 

Development 

Market Analysis 

Trade Marketing 

Financial Forecasting 

Product Management 

Efficiency Consulting 

Competitive Pricing 

Capital Expenditures 

Revenue Management 

CHIEF MARKETING & COMPLIANCE OFFICER
(520)=250 89889

chipboyden@haveaheartcc.com 
Chip is a veteran and experienced business leader in the medical and recreational 
cannabis industry. He has an extensive background in implementing strategic and 
compliant cannabis businesses in Washington and Arizona; He oversaw the 
implementation of secure inventory track-and-trace systems, quality control 
processes and procedures, and robust POS systems in 5 cannabis retail dispensaries. 
Additionally, In Arizona, Chip worked with cultivation and processing, including an in- 
house production of medical-quality vaping pens and CBD creams.

US ARMY 1989-1991 

Honorable Discharge 
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HAVE A HEART COMPASSION CARE | SEATTLE, WA

Owner, Chief Marketing & Compliance Officer, 2016-present

Worked with the State of Washington and Department of Liquor and Cannabis 

Board to obtain licenses and properly-zoned central Seattle location. 

Spearheaded strategic initiatives and partnerships with investors, key suppliers, 

and fellow retailers in order to launch the most successful of the Have a Heart 

branded stores in the downtown Seattle area. This store consistently achieved 

top sales during its first year of operation and currently ranks #1 in Seattle.  

Ensuring security procedures, inventory tracking, and advertising strategies 

remain current and compliant with evolving legislature. 

Financial management, cash flow forecasting, and profit maximization 

analyses. 

Development of 3-year business development & growth plan. 

CANNABIS ORGANIZATION OF RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS (CORE)

Founder, 2015-present
Founded the political organization CORE in order to provide the cannabis retail 

businesses of Washington with a voice on legislative fronts. This coalition of 

retailers creates a unified voice that advocates for a safe, effective, and 

healthy retail environment for the sale of cannabis and related products in an 

economically sustainable and well-regulated marijuana industry. CORE believes 

that by providing a strong vision and a united message, we can establish 

Washington State as a leader in a safe and successful cannabis market 

nationwide.  



SATORI | SPOKANE, WA

Co-Owner, 2015-present

Contributed to Satori’s reign as the brand leader and top revenue-generator in Eastern Washington with an 

increase in sales month-over-month for the first 18 months of operation. Primary responsibilities were 

reflected in the design and development of the business infrastructure and customer experience planning. 

Specific contributions have included: 

THE DOWNTOWN DISPENSARY & D2 | TUCSON, AZ

Founding Partner, 2010-present

Worked with State of Arizona to obtain license and appropriate real estate. Designed and oversaw the build-out 

of both locations, plus an in-house grow. Developed an in-house medical product line that includes topical 

creams and vaping. Worked as an owner/operator for several years before expanding into the larger Cannabis 

market.  

ST MARY'S HOSPITAL | TUCSON, AZ
Team Lead CT Radiographer, 2008-2014

Chip Boyden * (520) 250 8988 * chipboyden@haveaheartcc.com * page 2 of 3

Identification of desirable store location, taking into account foot and vehicular traffic as well as 

neighborhood population diversity factors.

Initial store design and build-out, establishment of security protocols, track-and-trace systems 

implementation, and compliance procedures.

Financial forecasting and management; developed cash flow analyses, and expenditure and profit reports

Managed training programs for key employees, including managers and lead buyer. 

Developed an in-house medical product line that includes topical creams and vapor-based products. 

Consistently achieved top sales during first year of operation. Voted “Best Dispensary in Tucson” for last 

three years. 

Oversees and assisted in developing store design, inventory procedures, cannabis compliance guidelines and 

overall location efficiency. 

Managed performance, sales and training of 50 employees. 

Helped create sustainable accountability and motivation with employees. 

Financial management; developed forecast of revenue, expenditure and profit. 

Started in 2008 as an X-Ray Technician and was quickly promoted to the CT Radiographer team. Routinely 

worked with patients suffering from cancer, strokes and other severe medical conditions. His experience in that 

field has a profound influence on him and deeply cares about compassionate care for patients.   
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ACTIONLINK | TUCSON, AZ

Regional Manager, Merchandising Representative
Worked for several retail stores to create a compelling visual shopping experience. Trained, coached and 

mentored a team of 20 merchandisers on plan-o-gram compliance, proper signage, appropriate stock, gathering 

business insights and building relationships with both the consumers and the retailers.  

Developed an in-house medical product line that includes topical creams and vapor-based products. 

Consistently achieved top sales during first year of operation. Voted “Best Dispensary in Tucson” for last 

three years. 

Oversees and assisted in developing store design, inventory procedures, cannabis compliance guidelines and 

overall location efficiency. 

Managed performance, sales and training of 50 employees. 

Helped create sustainable accountability and motivation with employees. 

Financial management; developed forecast of revenue, expenditure and profit. 

Radiography Technician, AA, 2008 

PIMA MEDICAL INSTITUTE | TUSCON, AZ

Business Management, AA, 1995 

PIERCE COMMUNITY COLLEGE | TACOMA, WA



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 8: 
Business Plan 



Have a heart Benicia Business Plan 

OVERVIEW 





STAFFING PLAN 











 



DISPENSING PLAN 



 



DELIVERY PLAN 





 



DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCTS & SERVICES 



TARGET MARKET 





MARKETING PLAN 

 



CONCLUSION 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 9: 
Gantt Chart of Timeline to Operations 



Have a heart Benicia Start-up timeline 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 10: 
List of Startup Expenses 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 11: 
Five Year Pro Forma 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 12: 
Evidence of Sufficient Capital to  

Cover Startup and Three Months of Operations 















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 13: 
Regulatory Compliance and Knowledge of 

Applicable Local & State Law 



Regulatory Compliance and Knowledge of Applicable Local & State Law 























 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 14: 
Safety and Security Plan 





























































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 15: 
Environmental Benefits 



Have a heart Benicia Environmental Plan 

Waste 

Water 



Sustainability 

Energy-Efficient Facility 

Green Purchasing 

Environmentally-Conscious Partners 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 16: 
Training Plan 



Have a heart Benicia Training Plan 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 17: 
United Food and Commercial  

Workers International Union  
Contract and Benefits Programs 





























































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 18: 
Tax Information for  

Existing Cannabis Businesses 



BOYDEN INVESTMENT GROUP LLC
3958 6TH AVE NW STE 3
SEATTLE WA  98107-5058

August 10, 2018
Letter ID: L0006740926
UBI: 603-353-637
Account ID: 603-353-637
Account Type: Excise Tax

All areas of taxation are subject to future verification.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact the Department of Revenue at (360)
705-6211. You may also access our website at dor.wa.gov.

Tax Status Request

Tax Status as of August 10, 2018 for:
603-353-637
BOYDEN INVESTMENT GROUP LLC

Our records show this company has filed and paid all excise tax returns through 06/30/2018.

Taxpayer Account Administration Division
PO Box 47476 Olympia, WA 98504-7476

laL0013



HAVE A HEART COMPASSION CARE, INC.
300 NW 85TH ST STE A
SEATTLE WA  98117-3120

August 10, 2018
Letter ID: L0006592137
UBI: 603-106-440
Account ID: 603-106-440
Account Type: Excise Tax

All areas of taxation are subject to future verification.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact the Department of Revenue at (360)
705-6211. You may also access our website at dor.wa.gov.

Tax Status Request

Tax Status as of August 10, 2018 for:
603-106-440
HAVE A HEART COMPASSION CARE, INC.
HAVE A HEART CC

Our records show this company has filed and paid all excise tax returns through 06/30/2018.

Taxpayer Account Administration Division
PO Box 47476 Olympia, WA 98504-7476

laL0013



GREEN OUTFITTERS LLC
STE C PMB 278
6830 NE BOTHEL WAY
KENMORE WA  98028-3546

August 10, 2018
Letter ID: L0006729775
UBI: 603-351-170
Account ID: 603-351-170
Account Type: Excise Tax

All areas of taxation are subject to future verification.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact the Department of Revenue at (360)
705-6211. You may also access our website at dor.wa.gov.

Tax Status Request

Tax Status as of August 10, 2018 for:
603-351-170
GREEN OUTFITTERS LLC

Our records show this company has filed and paid all excise tax returns through 06/30/2018.

Taxpayer Account Administration Division
PO Box 47476 Olympia, WA 98504-7476

laL0013



TIERRA REAL ESTATE GROUP LLC
5752 27TH AVE NE
SEATTLE WA  98105-5512

August 10, 2018
Letter ID: L0006713391
UBI: 603-190-983
Account ID: 603-190-983
Account Type: Excise Tax

All areas of taxation are subject to future verification.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact the Department of Revenue at (360)
705-6211. You may also access our website at dor.wa.gov.

Tax Status Request

Tax Status as of August 10, 2018 for:
603-190-983
TIERRA REAL ESTATE GROUP LLC

Our records show this company has filed and paid all excise tax returns through 06/30/2018.

Taxpayer Account Administration Division
PO Box 47476 Olympia, WA 98504-7476

laL0013



MORE STEPS, LLC
2804 E 30TH AVE
SPOKANE WA  99223

July 21, 2018
Letter ID: L0006377919
UBI: 603-571-919
Account ID: 603-571-919
Account Type: Excise Tax

All areas of taxation are subject to future verification.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact the Department of Revenue at (360)
705-6211. You may also access our website at dor.wa.gov.

Tax Status Request

Tax Status as of July 21, 2018 for:
603-571-919
MORE STEPS, LLC
NEXT STEPS

Our records show this company has filed and paid all excise tax returns through 06/30/2018.

Taxpayer Account Administration Division
PO Box 47476 Olympia, WA 98504-7476

laL0013

































WA UBI No.
603 353 637

Owner or tradesperson
CHARLES BOYDEN
Doing business as
HAVE A HEART

3958 6TH AVE NW STE 3 
SEATTLE, WA 98107 
 

L&I Account ID
 626,039-00

Account is current.

© Washington State Dept. of Labor & Industries. Use of this site is subject to the laws of the state of Washington.

BOYDEN INVESTMENT GROUP LLC

Workers’ comp

Do you know if the business has employees? If so, verify the business is up-to-date on workers’ comp premiums.

Doing business as
HAVE A HEART
Estimated workers reported 
Quarter 2 of Year 2018 ''51 to 75 Workers''
L&I account contact
T5 / MARVIN GREEN (360)902-4967 - Email: GRMB235@lni.wa.gov
 

Public Works Strikes and Debarments

Verify the contractor is eligible to perform work on public works projects.

Contractor Strikes  
No strikes have been issued against this contractor.

Contractors not allowed to bid  
No debarments have been issued against this contractor.

Workplace safety and health

 
No inspections during the previous 6 year period.
 

Home  Español  Contact

Safety & Health Claims & Insurance Workplace Rights Trades & Licensing

Help us improve

Search L&I

A-Z Index  Help  My L&I



WA UBI No.
603 190 983

Governing persons 
TODD 
A 
SHIRLEY
JOEL GENE BERMAN;
RYAN STEVEN KUNKEL;
JOEL GENE BERMAN;
RYAN STEVEN KUNKEL;

Owner or tradesperson
TODD SHIRLEY
Doing business as
HAVE A HEART

12833 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR WAY S 
SEATTLE, WA 98178-3513 
 

L&I Account ID
 253,806-05

Account is current.

© Washington State Dept. of Labor & Industries. Use of this site is subject to the laws of the state of Washington.

TIERRA REAL ESTATE GROUP LLC

Workers’ comp

Do you know if the business has employees? If so, verify the business is up-to-date on workers’ comp premiums.

Doing business as
HAVE A HEART
Estimated workers reported 
Quarter 2 of Year 2018 ''31 to 50 Workers''
L&I account contact
T2 / SUSAN BETTS (360)902-4828 - Email: BETT235@lni.wa.gov
 

Public Works Strikes and Debarments

Verify the contractor is eligible to perform work on public works projects.

Contractor Strikes  
No strikes have been issued against this contractor.

Contractors not allowed to bid  
No debarments have been issued against this contractor.

Workplace safety and health

 
No inspections during the previous 6 year period.
 

Home  Español  Contact

Safety & Health Claims & Insurance Workplace Rights Trades & Licensing

Help us improve

Search L&I

A-Z Index  Help  My L&I



WA UBI No.
603 351 170

Governing persons 
JOEL 
GENE 
BERMAN
RYAN STEVEN KUNKEL;
SOKHA KUNKEL;
RYAN STEVEN KUNKEL;
SOKHA KUNKEL;

Owner or tradesperson
JOEL BERMAN
Doing business as
GREEN OUTFITTERS LLC

6830 NE BOTHELL WAY STE C PMB 278 
KENMORE, WA 98028-3546 
 

L&I Account ID
 253,806-04

Account is current.

© Washington State Dept. of Labor & Industries. Use of this site is subject to the laws of the state of Washington.

GREEN OUTFITTERS LLC

Workers’ comp

Do you know if the business has employees? If so, verify the business is up-to-date on workers’ comp premiums.

Doing business as
GREEN OUTFITTERS LLC
Estimated workers reported 
Quarter 2 of Year 2018 ''7 to 10 Workers''
L&I account contact
T2 / SUSAN BETTS (360)902-4828 - Email: BETT235@lni.wa.gov
 

Public Works Strikes and Debarments

Verify the contractor is eligible to perform work on public works projects.

Contractor Strikes  
No strikes have been issued against this contractor.

Contractors not allowed to bid  
No debarments have been issued against this contractor.

Workplace safety and health

 
No inspections during the previous 6 year period.
 

Home  Español  Contact

Safety & Health Claims & Insurance Workplace Rights Trades & Licensing

Help us improve

Search L&I

A-Z Index  Help  My L&I



WA UBI No.
603 106 440

Owner or tradesperson
RYAN KUNKEL
Doing business as
HAVE A HEART - GREENWOOD

300 NW 85TH ST #A 
SEATTLE, WA 98117-3120 
 

L&I Account ID
 256,779-00

Account is current.

© Washington State Dept. of Labor & Industries. Use of this site is subject to the laws of the state of Washington.

HAVE A HEART COMPASSION CARE INC

Workers’ comp

Do you know if the business has employees? If so, verify the business is up-to-date on workers’ comp premiums.

Doing business as
HAVE A HEART - GREENWOOD
Estimated workers reported 
Quarter 2 of Year 2018 ''21 to 30 Workers''
L&I account contact
T2 / SUSAN BETTS (360)902-4828 - Email: BETT235@lni.wa.gov
 

Public Works Strikes and Debarments

Verify the contractor is eligible to perform work on public works projects.

Contractor Strikes  
No strikes have been issued against this contractor.

Contractors not allowed to bid  
No debarments have been issued against this contractor.

Workplace safety and health

 
No inspections during the previous 6 year period.
 

Home  Español  Contact

Safety & Health Claims & Insurance Workplace Rights Trades & Licensing

Help us improve

Search L&I

A-Z Index  Help  My L&I



WA UBI No.
603 571 919

Governing persons 
THOMAS 
 
GREEN
REBECCA HART;
REBECCA HART;

Owner or tradesperson
THOMAS GREEN
Doing business as
NEXT STEPS

2804 E 30TH AVE 
SPOKANE, WA 99223-4782 
 

L&I Account ID
 629,428-00

Account is current.

© Washington State Dept. of Labor & Industries. Use of this site is subject to the laws of the state of Washington.

MORE STEPS LLC

Workers’ comp

Do you know if the business has employees? If so, verify the business is up-to-date on workers’ comp premiums.

Doing business as
NEXT STEPS
Estimated workers reported 
Quarter 2 of Year 2018 ''11 to 20 Workers''
L&I account contact
T5 / MARVIN GREEN (360)902-4967 - Email: GRMB235@lni.wa.gov
 

Public Works Strikes and Debarments

Verify the contractor is eligible to perform work on public works projects.

Contractor Strikes  
No strikes have been issued against this contractor.

Contractors not allowed to bid  
No debarments have been issued against this contractor.

Workplace safety and health

 
No inspections during the previous 6 year period.
 

Home  Español  Contact

Safety & Health Claims & Insurance Workplace Rights Trades & Licensing

Help us improve

Search L&I

A-Z Index  Help  My L&I



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 19: 
Letters of Support 





 
9/6/2018 
 
Community Development Department 
City of Benicia 
250 East L St 
Benicia, CA 94510 
 
Re: Have a Heart CC Commercial Cannabis Application 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
My name is Teresa Mosqueda, and I have the honor and the privilege of serving as Seattle City 
Councilmember, Position 8. I am one of two city-wide representatives on the Seattle City 
Council and have dedicated my professional life to defending workers’ rights, healthcare access, 
and standing-up for economic justice. I am the daughter of educators and social justice activists 
and have spent my entire career advocating for working families, rooted in my experience in 
the labor movement and in public health.  
 
As a member of the city council, I have been impressed with the commitment to responsible 
corporate citizenship and the well-being of his employees that Ryan Kunkel and his business, 
Have a Heart Compassion Care (“Have a Heart”), have demonstrated as a licensed commercial 
cannabis business in Seattle. Additionally, I am pleased to inform you that I personally attended 
and witnessed the signing of the Have a Heart’s Collective Bargaining Agreement with the 
United Food and Commercial Workers Union, Local 21 (UFCW), Washington State’s first 
collective bargaining agreement involving a commercial retail cannabis dispensary. Have a Heart 
is a model business, not only as a commercial cannabis licensee, but also as a valued member of 
the local business community. 
 
The recent ratification of a Collective Bargaining Agreement between Have a Heart and the 
UFCW has set a new national standard for worker’s rights in the cannabis industry across the 
nation. Have a Heart has shown immense courage and leadership by lifting-up and giving voice 
to its workers by forming the first unionized workforce in the cannabis industry in Washington 
state. Have a Heart has led the way in the nation and been a model for the industry because, 
wherever unions go, higher product quality, improved workplace satisfaction, better health of 
employees, longer lives, and greater health and well-being for entire populations follow! Unions 
are a win-win for businesses and employees and are fantastic for the local economy, health, and 
businesses wherever they are located. 
 
Even before unionizing, Mr. Kunkel and Have a Heart have demonstrated a strong and sincere 
commitment to social justice and helping others through community outreach programs and by 
supporting compassionate solutions to many of the crises facing the most vulnerable people in 



our society. Have a Heart engages in neighborhood clean-ups surrounding its locations, partners 
with local non-profits to provide aid to the city’s homeless and veteran populations, and is the 
only licensed cannabis dispensary in Washington to currently donate medicinal cannabis to 
indigent patients through its Medical Marijuana Donation Program. 
 
I believe Mr. Kunkel and the Have a Heart family would be an invaluable addition to any 
community with a regulated cannabis program.  If you have any questions or concerns about Mr. 
Kunkel, Have a Heart Compassion Care, or the City of Seattle’s regulations regarding cannabis, 
please feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Teresa C. Mosqueda 
Seattle City Councilmember – Position 8 
206-684-8806 
teresa.mosqueda@seattle.gov 
 
 
 





 

Board of Directors 
 

Mandy Lee 
President 

 
Joseph Gregorich 

Vice President 
 

 Scott Malzahn 
Secretary 

 
Laurie Hasencamp 

Treasurer 
 

Susan McCabe 
Governance Chair 

 
Jerry Bloom 

PAC Chair 
 

Jason Anderson 
Linda Bernhardt 
Marc Blakeman 
Susan Burnside 
Cecilia Cabello 
Juan Camacho 

Andrea Casalett 
Jason Daniels 

Sue Dunlap 
Stephanie Graves 

Boe Hayward 
Dolores Huerta 

Deanna Johnston 
Leslie Katz 

Andreas Meyer 
Stuart Milk 

C. Scott Miller 
Doug Moreland 

Drew Murphy 
Rich Poppen 
Chris Robert 

Yale Scott 
Ernie Schmider 

Nancy Sutley 
John Tedstrom 

David J. Tsai 
Darrell L. Tucci 

Hillary Whittington 
Hon. James Williamson 

 
3701 Wilshire Blvd 

 Suite 725 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 

 

EQUALITY CALIFORNIA

eqca.org 

May 31, 2018

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing to inform you that EQCA has entered into discussions with Vered Nisim and 
Ryan Kunkel, owners of cannabis license applicant HAH 10, LLC aka “Have a Heart” 
regarding programs to provide significant community benefits to West Hollywood residents 
and to its LQBTQ residents in particular.

EQCA is the nation’s largest statewide LGBTQ civil rights organization dedicated to creating 
a world that is healthy, just and fully equal for all LGBTQ people.

In our recent meetings with Have a Heart, we have been impressed with their commitment 
to providing LGBTQ employment programs related to their West Hollywood project as well 
as undertaking public education to ensure that all West Hollywood residents, including 
EQCA’s 19,000 members who live in West Hollywood, understand the issues related to 
safe, responsible and legal use of cannabis products which were made recreationally legal 
January 1st, 2018, under California law through Proposition 64.

They have explained to us some of the programs that they are undertaking in other areas 
that have provided significant benefits to the LGBTQ community such as in Seattle where 
they worked with the Seattle Police Department (SPD) to provide an SPD Safe Place for 
LGBTQ victims of crimes, bullying and harassment.

They have explained to us the employment opportunities that are going to be available to 
the LGBTQ community, and all people at large, with emergence of this high-growth industry 
in our state.

As part of our discussions, we are exploring a partnership to undertake programs that 
would provide significant educational and community programs to West Hollywood 
residents, including those who are members of the LGBTQ community. These might 
include:

1. A public education program to assure that members of the community understand 
the issues related to safe, responsible and legal use of cannabis products.

2. A job placement and employment program that would include a job fair focussed on 
LGBTQ and in particular, transgender members of our community as well as 
establishing specific hiring goals for their West Hollywood cannabis project.

3. A partnership related to job training opportunities aimed at educating and preparing 
LGBTQ people for job opportunities in all facets of the burgeoning cannabis 
industry.

We believe that as the cannabis industry grows and matures in the state, there will be 
significant opportunities for members of the LGBTQ community and West Hollywood 
residents who face significant disparities in employment and economic status as compared 
to the general public and we look forward to finalizing a partnership with Have a Heart in 
the near future.

Rick Zbur
Executive Director Equality 
California

Sincerely,



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 20: 
Certified Hygienist-prepared  

Odor Mitigation Plan 





































Letter of Intent 
Attachment 2 

 

City of Benicia Community Development Department   
RFP: Cannabis Retail and Microbusiness Operators 2018   1 

(date) 
City of Benicia 
250 East L Street 
Benicia, CA 94510 
Attn: Community Development Department 
 
RE: Letter of Intent - Request for Proposals: Cannabis Retail and Microbusiness Operators 
 
I, the undersigned, attest that I am a duly authorized representative of the cannabis business operator 
applicant, which is identified below: 
 

Name of Business: Green Crossing

Address of Proposed 
Business Location:  2046 Columbus Parkway, Benicia, CA

Assessor’s Parcel Number:  

Name of Applicant:  Metron Capital

Business Address of 
Applicant:  4422 N Pershing Ave D22, Stockton, CA 95207

Applicant Phone Number:  

Applicant Email Address:  rposten@metroncapital.com

 
 
I understand that I will be expected to receive all notices at the Business Address of the Applicant and 
consent to receiving notices and communications at the phone number and email address listed above. 
 
I am interested in starting a __________________________ cannabis business operation. Further, I attest 
that I have secured an agreement for the Proposed Business Location listed above, for a minimum of four 
(4) years, and that said location is eligible for cannabis business operations per City regulations.   
 
Please find enclosed a complete application for this cannabis business proposal, including: 
 

 Summary Project Plan 
 Preliminary Cannabis Application 
 Cannabis Public Safety License Application 
 One (1) payment of $20,000 payable to the City of Benicia 

 
If I am selected to submit for a CUP I will apply for this permit within 60 days of the receipt of the letter of 
authorization from the City of Benicia Community Development Department. I understand that failure to 
apply for the CUP within that time period automatically forfeits my opportunity to apply. 
 
I further understand that failing to meet any of the requirements of the RFP or applicable City regulations 
shall lead to automatic revocation of any award letter. 
 
Sincerely, 

Retail

x
x
x
x

0079-020-600




